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FHE INCAEDIBLE
The Drowned Continenl ol

U
__IHJ()LmNE‘I'

Sowthiease Asia
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ORPPENHEIMER

Eden in the East - The Drowned Out of Eden
Continent of Southeast Asia

Eden in the East - The Drowned Continent of Southeast Asia
Professor Stephen Oppenheimer Book

The biblical flood really did occur - at the end of the last Ice Age. The Flood
drowned for ever the huge continetal shelf of Southeast Asia, and caused a
population dispersal which fertilized the Neolithic cultures of China, India,
Mesopotamia, Egypt and the eastern Mediterranean, thus creating the first
civilizations. The Polynesians did not come from China but from the islands of
Southeast Asia. The domestication of rice was not in China but in the Malay
Peninsula, 9,000 years ago. In this ground breaking new book Stephen
Oppenheimer reveals how evidence from oceanography, archaeology, linguistics,
genetics and folklore overwhelmingly suggests that the lost 'Eden' - the cradle of
civilization - was not in the Middle East, as is wusually supposed, but in the
drowned continent of Southeast Asia.

At the end of the Ice Age, Southeast Asia formed a continent twice the size of
India. The South China Sea, the Gulf of Thailand and the Java Sea, which were all
dry, formed the connecting parts of the continent. Geologically, this half-sunken
continent is the Sunda shelf of Sundaland. In Eden in the East Stephen
Oppenheimer puts forward the astonishing argument that here in Southeast Asia
was the cradle of civilisation that fertilised the great cultures of China, India,
Mesopotamia, Egypt and Crete six thousand years ago. He produces evidence from
ethnography, archaeology, oceanography, from Creation stories, myths and sagas,
and from linguistics and DNA analysis, to argue that this founder-civilisation was
destroyed by the catastrophic flood, caused by a rapid rise in sea level at the end
of the last Ice Age.
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